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Seagrass transplantation to restore Coastal lagoon (habitat 1150*) and meet WFD 2000/60/EC requirements: second 
year results of LIFE SeRestoproject in Venice lagoon (Italy)
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The project LIFE SeResto(LIFE12 NAT/IT/000331) is funded by European���•�‹�‘�•�ï�•LIFE+ financial instrument and 
contributes to the environmental recovery of a Natura 2000 site (SCI IT 3250031 �� Northern VeniceLagoon). 

Seagrass meadows play a key role for 
coastal lagoon habitat conservation by:
�¾supporting biodiversity, 
�¾stabilizing sediments, 
�¾improving water quality,
�¾sequestering carbon dioxide

VENICE ADRIATIC SEA

However, in choked coastal lagoon the 
seagrasses are not able to colonize naturally.

The LIFE SeRestoproject started in 2014 to 
trigger the natural re-colonisation of aquatic 

angiosperms by means of low-cost, small-
scale manual transplantation mainly 

of Zosteramarina and Z. noltei, at 35 shallow 
sites in Venice lagoon.

Each intervention site has a 100 m2 surface,
and plants were placed in triangles.

Mapon courtesyof Provveditorato Interregionale per le 
Opere Pubbliche per il Veneto, Trentino Alto Adige e 

Friuli Venezia Giulia

Sites1-17: transplantations in Spring 2014

Sites18-25: transplantations in Spring 2015

Sitesof biological and ecologicalmonitoring

Initial transplantation surface0.64 m2
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